Health care Ethics philosophy.


1.        Describe, explain and justify the ethical theory of Mill.  What ultimate value does Mill espouse for human existence, and why?  Explain how Mill's theory makes sense and is valuable, and explain its possible limitations and problems.           


2.         Describe, explain and justify the ethical theory of Kant.  What ultimate value does Kant espouse for human existence, and why?  Explain how Kant's theory makes sense and is valuable, and explain its possible limitations and problems.  


3.         Describe, explain and justify the related values of truth-telling and the requirement of informed consent.  What problems might the duty of truth-telling pose, and how might you address them in practice?  Include a brief discussion of the use of placebos.  What problems might the duty of obtaining informed consent pose, and how might you address them in practice?  What are its purposes for doctors and for patients, practical, legal and moral, and how can we reconcile any conflicts among them?


4.         Describe, explain and justify the value of maintaining the confidentiality of medical patients and why it is problematic.  How has modern medical practice made it more complicated than in the past?  When is it appropriate to discuss patients’ medical histories and conditions, and when not?  Consider not only the concerns of individual patients, but the reputation of medical practice more generally.
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